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'  Benddley, Worceſter ſhirog 

78 July gth, 1776. 1 
Tr: is i that the following Account 5 
of the Deſcent of William Le Groſvenor, 


Eſa; now living in Bewdley, will be ſufficient 
to Tatiahy all candid and impartial Perſons con- 


| cernivg the ſame. 


William Le Groſvenor, Eſq; now living! in 


bien of Bewdley, is deſcended from the 


famous Sir Robert Le Groſvenor, of Hulme, 
in the county of Cheſter, Knt. who had a 

great and weil known conteſt with Scroop, 
Lord Chancellor of England, in the Reign of 
Richard the Second, concerning their coat of 
arms. This Sir Robert was the eighth in 
lineal deſcent from, and heir-male of, Gil- 
bert Le Groſvenor, nephew to Hugh Lupus, 
the firſt Earl of Cheſter, who was nephew ts 


King William, the Norman Conqueror. 


It is to' be obſerved, that the heir-male, 
and none but the heir-male, of the Groſ- 
vehor: Family in this kingdom, was called by 
the name of Le Groſvenor for three or four 
hundred years from the Norman Conqueſt, 
or tor longer time than that; and. that none 
elſe can, could, or ought to be called, with 
any degree of propriety, by this appellation z 
as it diſtinguiſhes the head or heir- male of 
this family from all the reſt, by making him 
appear as THE GRoSVENOR, or as The HEAD 
ok PRIMARY BRANCH OF Tu GROSVENOR 
FAMILY. The ſame Rule that was juſt, 
right, fit, or proper for three or four hundred 
2 | years, 


* f 21 Sa 8 . 9 '% 
C "3 GS 3 


years," muſt be ſo for as many more years, or 


For ever. And it is apprehended, and with 
great reaſon believed, that the right heir or 


Arad of this family, in every ſucceeding pe- 


riod of time, would have kept up this diſtinc- 
tion, and would have been 1o diſtinguiſhed, 


if he had not been in a ſtate of ignorance or 


obſcurity, or inability. to ſupport his right 


\ 


and title to it, and to ſuch eſtate or eſtates as 


were, or might be, his birthright in conſe- 


quence of bis right of heirſhip. 
. Let us now trace the deſcent of this Wil- 
Ham Le Groſvenor. from this Gilbert, who 
came into England along with, er ſoon after, 
his kinſman William Duke of Normandy, 
aſterwards King of England, and his ſaid 
uncle the Earl of Cheſter. _ | 
This Gilbert was Maſter of the Hunt to 
this monarch; William Duke of Normandy. 


Ee Groſvenor; who had a ſon Henry; who 
was the father of Radulph, Ranulph, or 
Randulph Le Groſvenor; who was ſucceeded 
by his fon and heir Richard Le Groſvenor; 


| who was likewiſe ſucceeded. by his ſon and 


heir Robert Le Groſvenor, who married Em- 
ma the daughter of William de Mobberley, 
and by her had a ſon and heir Robert (or, as 
it is at the Herald's Office, Radulph) Le 


Groſvenot; who married Emma the daughj- 


ter of Waring de Mainwaring de Pever, and 


by her had iſſue Sir Radulph (or, as it is ex- 


preſſed 


He married, and had a ſon and heir Robert 
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prefled in Wotton's Baronettage, Reufe, that 
is Ral ph) Le Groſvenor de Holme, Kant. who 
married Matilda the reli& of Joſephs Hatton. 
This Raufe, Ralph, or Radulph, was the 
father of the before- mentioned Sir Robert Le 
Groſvenor, who maintained along and expen- 
five conteſt with the ſaid Scroop concerning 
his coat of arms as aforeſaid. This Sir Ro- 
bert was the lineal deſcendant and heir-male 
of the before-mentioned Gilbert; and this 
Sir Robert married a daughter of Sir Robert 
Pulford, Knt. and by her had iflue Sir Tho- 
mas Le Groſvenor, Knt. his ſon and heirs 
who married Joan, one of the daughters and 
co-heirs of Sir William Pheſant, Kant. by 
whom he had iflue three ſons, viz. firſt Ro- 
bert, ſecond Radulph, Ranulph, or Randulph 
(contracted thus Ralph, and third Thomas. 
Some people, from baſe or intereſted motives, 
have ſtrove hard to make out a fourth ſon, 
by ſaying that Radulph was the ſecond ſon, 
and Ranulph or Randulph was the fourth fon 
of this Sir Thomas; but this gains no credit; 
becauſe the heralds and all perions verſed in 
the records of antiquity agree, that Radulph, 
Ranulph, and Randulph, are only different 
ways of ſpelling the ſame Saxon name; and 
that Ralph is a contracted word for all or any 
of theſe. Iſaac Heard, Eſq; the preſent 
Norroy King at Arms, lately declaied him- 
ſelf to be of this opinion. Beſides, it is not 
likely that a man ſhould have two fons living 
at 
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Kt the ſame time ſo near of a name as Radulph 
s to Ranulph. Robert, the eldeſt ſon of the 


ſaid Sir Thomas Le Groſvenor, had ſix daugh- 
ters, but no ſon; whereupon the ſecond ſon 
Radulph or Ranulph, became the heir-male 
of this family. This Radulph or Ranulph, 
commonly called Ralph Le Groſvenor; mar- 
ried Joan, the.ſole daughter and heir of John 
Eaton, of Eton, Etton, or Eaton, near Cheſ- 
ter, Eſq; and by her had iſſue three ſons, viz, 
firſt Robert, ſecond John, and third James. 
Robert the firſt ſon died without iſſue male, 
or his male iſſue ſoon became extinct; and 
then William, the ſon and heir of his next 
brother John (John being dead), ſucceded to 
the Eaton eſtate as his birthright, and bore 


the Groſvenors' Arms pure, viz. Azure, a 


Garb Or, as being the heir-male of this 
family. This William is regiſtred at the 
Herald's Office as being William Groſvenor, 
of Etton: and this William had four ſons, 
viz. firſt John (who it is apprehended ſuc- 
ceeded him at Eaton), ſecond Humphry, 
third William, and fourth Rowland. All 
theſe bore the arms of the ſons of the firſt 
houſe, and they all married and left male 
iſſue; all which ifſue continued conſtantly, 
regularly, and ſucceſſively to make uſe of the 
armorial bearings of the firſt houſe. The 
male iſſue of John, the eldeſt ſon, became ex- 
tinct after three generations; but THAT oF 


Hour HRT, TAE SECOND son, Is CONFINUED 


DOWN 
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DOWN: 10 THE, -PRESENT'//THME;': Wha 


THE, ARMS or THE. FIRST ; HONWSE-«",:; he 
pteciſe time in which the male iſſue 
of this John became extinct is not. ; Quite 
aſcertained ; but it is ſuppoſed to have * 
about the middle of the laſt century. Un- 
doubtedly ſome of them lived in a. ſtatg of 
3 and knew nothing of their. right 
of heirſhip to the Eaton eſtate or family, dr 
were unable to ſupport their claim. Hum 
Phry, the ſecond ſon of William Groſvenor, 
of Etton, is called at the Herald's Office n 
younger brother of the Eaton 7 He 
married a lady of Staffordſhire, by whom he 
had iſſue To Groſvenor, of Tettenhall, near 
Wolverhampton, his ſon and heir ; who mar- 
ried Roſe, the eldeſt daughter and co-heir of 
John Clayton, de Harwood Parva, in the 
county of Lancaſter. She was alſo a joint 
heireſs of Buſhbury y, with Helen her younger 
faſter; who married William, the ſon of 
Richard Leviſon, of Wolverhampton, Eſq. 
John and Roſe had iſſue Walter Groſvenor, 
of Buſhbury, Eſq; their ſon and heir; | who 
married a daughter of John Fowke, of 
Gunſtone, near Codſall, in the county of 
Stafford, Eſq; and by her had iſſue Tons 8 
Groſvenor, of Buſhbury, Eſq; his ſon and heir; 
who married Elizabeth, the daughter of 
Humphry Cotton, of Bold Hall, and by 
her had iſſue three ſons, viz. firſt Walter, 
cond Thomas, and third Edward. * 
18 12 | male 


Hon of the Baſhbury'eftate. Thomas, tlie 
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male iſſue of Walter, ' the eldeſt ſon, beca tit 
dlinct after three genetations, viz. in the 
ear 1732, by the death of John Groſvenor 
or Le Groſvenor, late of Wolverhampton, 
Eſq. Walter Groſvenor dr Le Grofvenor 
the graiidfather, 7 the father, and Jonas 
and Atchibald the two eldeſt brothers of this 
John, lived 'chicfly ar Newbridge, at or Hear 
ettenhall aforefaid : tho' they ſometimes re- 
Aided at Wolverhampton; and fometimes t 
Biſhbvry+ but whether they reſided at Buſn- 
tbury-or not, it is certain they were in-poſſeſ- 


ſecond ſon of the before-mentioned Jonas 
"Groſvenor, married, and fettled at a place 
eaNed The Stockings, in the pariſh of Codſall, 
and county of Stafford, near Wolverhampton, l 
und had iſſue William Groſvenor, of The 

Stockings, Gent. his ſon and heir; who mar- 
fed Elizabeth, (ole daughter and heir of 


Richard Marſhall, of Codſall aforeſaid, by 


Whom he had ifſue William Groſvenor, of 
The Stockings, Gent. his ſon and heir; who 
in the year 1686 married Mary, ſole daugh- 
ter and heir of Thomas Cherthe, of Withing- 
ton, in the county of Salop, Gent. by whom 
che had three ſons, all born at Withington, 


vir. firſt Thomas, ſecond Richard, and third 


William; all of hom died unmarried, except 
William, the third fon,” Who married, and 
Aied at Kiddertinſter in the life-time bf his 
father and bröthers. This Willfatn, the third 

fon married Sarah, the eldeſt daughter of 


(% ) 
Henry Sanders dt Yauhders,” of dtoar br 
in Ms comity of Woreeſter, Gent. by whom 
he had iſſue one only ſon, viz. the fal& WII 
liam Le Grotvetier, now living in Bewdley 
aforefhid. He is 4 Phyflcian by D 
ftom the Preſident and Elect Falows of the 
Royal College of Phyſicians ef London. It 
appears clearly to him and others, that he is 
i heir- male of the before mentioned Gil- 
Vert Le Groſvenor, and of the famous Bit 
Robert Le Groſvenor, and of Ralph 1 


Gtoſvenor and Joan his wife, the heireſs 6 
Eaton; and therefore he cannot but be ef bp 
nion, that he hath a right to call himſelf, an 
to be called, by the name and appellation of 
WILLIA LE GROSVENOR, and to bear the 
Groſvenors' Arms pure; which arms ara, 
Azure, a Garb Or“; with a Talbot Or, 
wit bout a Collar, for a Creſt, ſtanding os 
wreath of his colours. | 

In confequence of his being an orphan at 
about five years of age, by the loſs of his füt 
ther at Kidderminſter, he has been privately 
ſurrounded by an infernal crew of villains and 
wolves in ſheep's cloathing ; who have found 
means to rob him of his propetty, to get poſ- 
ſeſſion of, and to withhold from him, the 
greateſt part of his inheritance, and to obſtruct 
juſtice while he was uſing his beſt endeavours 
to obtain it, particularly with feſpect to The 
Stockings eſtate, Some of theſe villains have 
formed many ſchemes arid made ſeveral at- 
, fa dee places, Sgaises Gel, 
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tempts to deprive him of his life; and have 
very lately bunt down his houſe and bara in 


Codſall. 


The Stockings, Withington, and Buſhbury 
eſtates have been withheld from him; and, in 
the opinion of many people, he hath. a better 


title to the Eaton eſtate than Lord-Groſvenor, 


ats preſent poſſeſſor. | 
He is the undoubted heir-male of the 
Groſvenor family of The Stockings, With- 


ington, Tettenhall, Newbridge, and Buſh- 


bury; and, with ſubmiſſion, he is alſo the 


eben of the Groſvenor family of Eaton, 


near Cheſter, 


I am fully perſuaded that this account is 
true and 1 find all candid and impartial per- 
ſons agree with me in ſentiment on this occa< 
ſion: therefore I ſubſeribe my name to it, by 
the name of 


William Le Groſvenor, 


Now reſiding in Bewdley, in the County to 
Worceſter. 


N. B. There is at my. houſe in Bewdley, a 
regimental or militia drum, with the 
arms of Groſvenor, of Eaton, blazoned 
on it, and no other diſtinction than 
one creſcent. This drum and another, 
the fellow to it, with halberts, ſwords, 
guns, piſtols, bows and arrows, qui- 

vers, &c. were kept at my grand- 


father's, at The Nockings, many years. 
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sir Robert, the father of Lord Groſvenor; 
pretended to deduce his 'deſcent in the male 
line from Robert, the eldeſt ſon of the faid 
Ralph and Joan, by means: of- Richard, 'the 
pretended ſecond fon of this Robert; which 
Richard we are told, ſacceeded to the Eaton 
eſtate in the twenty-ſeventh year of the reign of 
Henry. the Seventh, upon the death of his 
elder brother Thomas without male iſſue! 
We are alſo told, or given to underſtand, that 
this Robert, and his two pretended ſons Tho- 
mas and Richard, continued in poſſeſſion of 
the Eaton eſtate till the 27th of July, 1 542, 
which was the 44th year of the rergn of 
Henry the Eighth. It is not at all improbable 
but that this Robert ſucceeded to the Eaton 
eſtate : but all the reſt muſt be mere pretence, 
and muſt have been impoſſible, in caſe the 
before-mentioned perſon, who is regiſtred at 
the Herald's Office as William Groſvenor, of 
Etton, had any right to live there, which he 
undoubtedly did; and to bear the arms of the 
Groſvenor family pure, which he alſo did, as 
the heir-male of the Groſvenor family of Et- 
ton. As a confirmation of this, it appears in 
a pedigree from the Herald's Office, that 
neither the ſaid Thomas nor Richard, nor any 
one elſe of the name or family of Groſvenor, 
kved at Etton, but this William, while he 
8 12 2 Sud 4 60442170 in was © 
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was living; and that neither the ſaid Thomas 
nor Richard ever lived there at all; and that 
this Robert was not ſucceeded. at Etton by any 
real or pretended ſon or ſons, daughter or 
daughters, This William was the grandſon 
of the ſaid Ralph and Joan, and he lived at 
Etten long before the 34th of Henry the 
Eighth. ' Mr, Heard, the Herald, ſaid he 
(this Wilkam) was living the 22d of Edward 


the Fourth.'. It appears therefore, that there 


is no dependance on the account given by 
Lord Grofvetior's father concerning his pre- 
tended deſcent from this Robert. There is 
re little dependance on what Wotton ſays in 

is Baronettage, from the information of 
Lord Groſvenor's father, and on what is pub- 
liſhed in the Continuation of Collins's Peer- 
age, and in Barlow's Peerage, concerning the 
next brother of this Robert; that is, con- 
cerning the name of the ſecond ſon of the 
ſaid Ralph and Joan. We are told by Wot- 
ton in one place, that his name was Richard; 
in another, we are given to underſtand it was 
Raufe : we are told in the Continuation that his 
ame was Richard, but he was by ſome called 
Taufe: and we are told by Barlow that his 
name was Richard, without mentioning the 
name of Raufe or Ralph at all. The books 
at the Herald's Office are ſilent about him. 
We are there told a ſtrange ſtory; that the ſaid 
Ralph and Jean had firſt and third ſon, but 
no ſecond ſon! Wonderful! However, there 

certainly 
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( 3 ) 
certainly was a fecond'ſon who lived to mar 
and have children; and his name was neicher 

Raufe, nor Ralph, nor Richard, but Jous 
as aforeſaid. D101 32.94, 21k OV 
When people tell a tale, which they would 

have the world believe to be & true one, it der- 
tainly ſhould be conſiſtent with itſelf, and have 
the air of probability. I ſabmit it to the pub- 
lic, to judge whether the following account; 
from the information of Lord Groſvenor's fa; 
ther, concerning Robert (the eldeſt ſon and 
Heir of Ralph Le Groſvenor and Joan his wife, 
the heireſs of Eaton, ) and of his two pretended 
ſons, viz. Thomas and Richard, hath the 
marks of conſiſtency or probability, or is trus 
in itſelf, or not. dogg Ar 

By Wottan's account, from the information 
of Lord Grofvenor's father, it appears that 
Robert, the eldeſt ſon and heir of Ralph Le 
Groſvenor and Joan his wife, the heireſs of 
Eaton, married in the eighth year of the reign 
of Henry the Fourth, and died the twelfth 
year of Henry the Seventh; that is, he mar- 
ried in the year 1406, and lived till the year 
1496, according'to this account; which myſt 
have been ſo Tong as ninety years after his 
marriage. There are vety fes people bre ſo 
e years from the time of their 
birth, and ſcarce any, perhaps none at all, 
ive fo long after marriage. I will not { 
that this is impoffible, bat it is improbable. 
If it had been true, I am perſuaded this Ro- 

bert 
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bert vrould have been upon record, as an ex- 


traordinary inſtance of longevity; but we do 


not hear of him in this: manner. 


We are next told, by the ſame authority, 
that his eldeſt for; Thomas married in the 
tenth year of Henry the Seventh, and died in 
the twenty-ſcventh year of the ſame! reign! 
This muſt be an abſolute falihood; becauſe 
Heniy the Seventh reigned no more; than 
twenty-three yeati and eight months. We are 
given clearly to underſtand, and are indeed told 
in indirect terms, that Thomas ſucceeded to the 
eon eſtate, as the eldeſt fon and heir of this 
oberc, vpon the death of this Robert, and that 
this Thomas died without iſſue; whereupon 
his next brother Richard ſucceeded to the Ea- 
ton eſtate, and married in the firſt year of Hen- 
ry.che. Eighth, and died in the thirty- fourth 
be ar of the ſame r Kine. So that, according to 
this account, this | Robert immediately ſucceeded 
o the Eaton. eſtate, upon, or after the death of 
bs ſather and mother, che ſaid Ralph and Joan; 
and his pretended fon and heir Thomas ſuc- 
ceeded him; and bis ſecond pretended ſon 


Richard ſucceeded this Thomas, and lived at 


Eaton till the thirty- fourth year of the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, at which time he died; and 
one or other of theſe, according to this accoun 

was, and all of them ſucceſſively were, in pal? 


- ſeffion of the Eaton eſtate, till the chireye 
fourth \ War of Henry the Eighth, . - 


bs! 
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( 15 ) ; 
11 not the f(t part of this account extremely 
improbable? 1s not the next abſolute! y falſe? 
And doth not the whole of it comprenend 4 
tale that is bighly improbable, viz. That this 
Robert and his two pretended ſons ſtouldbe con- 
ſtantly in poſſeſſion of the Eaton cſtate for ſo 
4875 and yet ſuffer the ſaid William Groſ- 


venor of Eaton, to live there, and to bear the 


arms pure, as the riglit heir of this family, and 


as being the owner of this eſtate? No one can 
believe that they, or any of them, would ſuf- 
fer this William, or any of his ſons or grand- 
fons, or any one elſe, either to live at Eaton as 
the rightful owner or owners of this eſtate, or 
to bear the arms pure, as the heir-male of this 
family, in caſe this Robert and his two ſaid 
pretended ſons had been the right heirs and true 
owners, © But I have ſhewn before, that thig 
William did live at Eaton, and that be and his 
ſons, and their deſcendants, have regularly and 
conſtantly borne the arms pure, and with ſuch 
Rr only as of right belong to the firſt 
ouſe, and to the firſt houſe only, of this family, 
or of any family. Muſt we not therefore con- 
elude, from the improbability, falſhood, &c, of 
Worton's' account, from the information of 
Lord Groſvenor's father, that it ought not to be 
credited? Becauſe inftead of the marks of truth 
and authenticity which it ought to have, it hath 
evident marks of ſophiſtry, fiction, or falſhood ? 
It is an eaſy matter to forge a fene but it 
is not quite ſo eaſy to get rid of the true one, or 
to make a forged one conſiſtent. In 


this repreſentation was ipjurious to myſelf, 
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( 16 ) 
In the year 1773, Iwrote a pamphlet in Len- 
don, intitled, An . Account of the Deſ- 


. cent, of the Groſvenor Family, wherein I wag 


called Dr. William Groſvener, being ſo 50 ; 
and addteſſed by Sir Alexander Gordon, Bart, 
Profeflor of Medieine in the Uniyerfity of Old 
berdeen, and by the reſt of the gentlemen of 
that Univerſity, in conſequence of my having 
been examined and admitted to the Practice of 
Phyfic at the College of Phyſicians of, London, 
bind of my having obtained a diploma or teſti- 
monium from this College, I have lately diſ- 
covered thatl am the heir-male of the Groſvenor 
family of Eton, Etton, or Eaton, near Cheſter, 
and conſequently of the Groſvefior family in 
this kingdom: 1 therefore now call myſelf by 
the name of William Le Groſvenor, and oma 
the appellation of Doctor, as being, in the 
opinion of many people, an inferior title to 
that of Le Groſvenor. When I began to write 
that pamphlet, 1 had no ſuſpicion but Lord 
Gr ſvenor was the right heir of Ralph Le Groſ- 
venor who married the heireſs of Eaton; I 
therefore repreſented his lordſhip in this light; 
but T now find that I was miſtaken, and that 
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